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 Work Task C6:  Yellow-Billed Cuckoo Demographic Study 
 
Point of Contact:  John Swett, LC-2320  (702) 293-8574  
 
Purpose: Conduct demographic studies of yellow-billed cuckoo (YBCU) to 

better understand life requisites and necessary habitat components 
for development of system monitoring system and future LCR 
MSCP riparian habitat restoration projects. 

 
Conservation Measures: MRM1 and MRM2. 
 
Long-term Goal: This study will conclude after the 2005 field season.  A final report 

is anticipated in the Spring of 2006.  Additional studies will be 
identified, including population genetics. 

 
FY05 Estimate: Reclamation has a grant agreement with Southern Sierra Research 

Station to conduct this study.  Estimated FY05 cost associated with 
this agreement are approximately $115,000 including field support 
and quality assessment. 

 
Project Description: In 2002, Southern Sierra Research Station began a life history 

study of YBCU along the San Pedro River in southeast Arizona.  
YBCU life requisites are not fully understood.  Populations along 
the LCR have not been adequately determined, so this study is 
being conducted where known populations of YBCU occur.  
Surveys are conducted, cuckoos are captured, and radio telemetry 
transmitters are attached to individuals to monitor behavior.  Nest 
success is also measured. 

 
Accomplishments 
to date: This study has been ongoing for three years.  In 2003, equipment 

problems made collection of data difficult.  These problems were 
solved during 2004. 




